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Illegal Immigration 

One of the biggest issues facing the U.S. today is the ever growing number of illegal immigrants.  The United States is facing an unprecedented dilemma with its ongoing struggles to secure its borders to stabilize the economy.  Government benefits such as education programs, welfare, food stamps and housing are available to all immigrants, illegal or not.
 These benefits entice illegal immigrants to cross our borders without going through proper channels and take away benefits from rightful citizens who need them.  Our education and welfare system is being pushed to the brink of bankruptcy.  While this country was indeed founded upon the melting pot of immigrants, they came here to supply a better life, not a free handout.  Kenneth Johst said, “From its birth, the United States has owed its very existence to immigrants.  The American Colonies were settled by immigrants who left Europe in the 17th and 18th centuries for a variety of political, religious and economic reasons.  After fighting a war for independence, the new nation maintained an essentially open-door immigration policy for a century.  Two great waves of immigrants – in the mid-19th century and the late 19th and early 20th centuries – helped drive the nation’s westward expansion, build its metropolises and fuel the phenomenal industrial expansion of the late 1800s.”
 

This melting pot of immigrants helped form the United States and strengthen the economy into a world power.  This is still the same story for some immigrants today, who are hard working and diligent people.  But with the immigrants who try to come into the country the correct and legal way, many are crossing the borders illegally, adding not only to the economic issue, but the crime rate as well.

California has seen some of the highest rates of illegal immigrants in America, containing three million of the thirteen million illegal immigrants here today.  In one study, it is estimated that state and local governments spent $29 billion on illegal aliens and their U.S.-born children in fiscal 1995 for primary and secondary education, corrections, Medicaid and AFDC.
  This is a huge problem for the United States in terms of costs.

Angela Russell of Associated Content stated, “Over 95% of arrest warrants issued for the crime of murder are for illegal aliens.  At least 83% of arrest warrants for murder in Phoenix are for illegal aliens.  The number climbs to 86% for Albuquerque.  The most wanted lists for each of these cities is comprised of at least 75% illegal aliens.”
  These numbers are alarming. Russell also states, “The problem of prison overcrowding in California has been in the media many times over the past few months.  Governor Schwarzenegger has attempted to gain relief from the overcrowding problem by shipping inmates to facilities in other states.  Nearly 25% of the California prison population is comprised of illegal aliens.  In Arizona, illegal aliens make up over 40% of the prison population and in New Mexico, the number is nearly 50%.  Illegal aliens account for nearly 30% of prison populations nationwide.  This includes both state and federal prisons.  The cost to house these illegal aliens is more than $1.6 billion dollars each year.”   


Something seriously needs to be done to strengthen American borders.  We need to make it very difficult to get into the country, and if they are in the country we need a quicker means of deportation.  One of the ways to increase border patrol is to build a fence along the U.S. – Mexico border.  That would also mean staffing those borders.  Tyche Hendricks stated, “The cost of building and maintaining a double set of steel fences along 700 miles of the U.S. – Mexico border could be five to 25 times greater than congressional leaders forecast last year, or as much as $49 billion over the expected 25-year life span of the fence, according to the Nonpartisan Congressional Research Service.”
  This would be money well spent when you take in the long term affects of decreasing illegal immigration.  At least this money would be spent to keep the country safe, rather than paying for illegal aliens’ homes, food, prisons, etc.  The money would be put to good use, and prevent problems, instead of just constantly fighting these issues.

America has serious issues to work on when it comes to illegal immigrants and border patrol.  Legislature needs to put effort into solving these issues.  Crime needs to go down, economics need to improve, and America will continue to thrive and be strong and united.
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